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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
With over 40 years experience in business and securities law, G. Lane Ware represented
numerous clients with respect to corporate and governance issues and played a key role in
corporate financings for a variety of clients. He had significant experience working with closely
held businesses and intergenerational planning.
G. Lane Ware began his legal career after graduating from the University of Wisconsin Madison
Law School in 1965 at what was then known as the Ruder & Staples law firm. George Ruder and
Stanley Staples were well established corporate attorneys. A native of Green Bay, Lane had
served as a placement director of law students and informed Stanley Staples, who was on a
recruiting trip in Madison, that he was interested in practicing in Wausau. Thus, embarking on a
career that marked decades of growth for the Ruder firm, Lane, and the Wausau community.
Both Ruder and Staples worked closely with Lane as he honed his skills in corporate law and
securities law. After practicing law nearly to the end of his life, George Ruder died on December
4, 1970, leaving a void in both the firm he had created and the community he loved.
The firm had barely recovered from the shock of losing its founder when Stanley Staples
announced in 1972 that he was leaving. He went on to manage assets for the charitable
foundations formed by the Alexander family. The house that Ruder had built appeared to have
lost its foundations. What remained of Ruder & Staples, S.C. consisted of five attorneys, all of
them in their twenties or early thirties. The firm's remaining leaders were now forced to decide
whether to part ways and affiliate with other established firms or to keep the Ruder law firm
intact. This was a critical moment in the history of the firm.
It would take a tremendous amount of work and professional dedication to convince clients that
these young attorneys could continue to provide the quality of legal services they had come to
expect in the era of George Ruder and Stan Staples. George Ruder's associates concluded the
risk was worth the potential gain. In 1972, they formed the law firm of Ruder, Ware, Michler &
Forester, S.C. Their first order of business was the election of G. Lane Ware as President, a
position he held until 1999. A new generation of builders had assumed the mantle of leadership,
but their future was anything but certain. The new team of young attorneys worked at
strengthening their position in the community by encouraging colleagues to attend legal
seminars, assume active roles in professional organizations, and become active participants in
Wausau community life. Through this, they succeeded in reinforcing the Ruder firm's long-held
image of corporate citizenship and social responsibility.
Ruder, Ware, Michler & Forester, S.C. continued to expand over the next decade and, by 1988,
employed eighteen attorneys with a variety of specializations. The ever-changing business
environment created businesses with opportunity of acquisitions, mergers, and consolidations.
Trends with the banking industry mirrored the experience of the corporate world and mergers
and acquisitions became commonplace in the 1970s and 1980s. By the strong leadership of
Lane, the firm now known as Ruder, Ware & Michler actively represented clients in negotiations,

mergers and financings that changed the character of the local financial community. To date
Ruder Ware business attorneys have been involved in acquisitions, condemnation proceedings,
contract negotiations, financings, and the resolution of environmental issues. Thus, as George
Ruder did decades before, the modern Ruder law firm assisted the community builders of this
generation in meeting the challenges of a changing environment. As early as 1974, when G.
Lane Ware encouraged firm attorneys to consider the areas of law in which they most wanted to
work, the firm adopted an internal organization plan based on the development of practice
groups. As the firm envisioned it could serve its clients better as a full service law firm, practice
groups of Litigation, Trusts & Estates, and Employment/Labor were formed, all with attorneys
bringing with them a strong reputation in their line of expertise.
Throughout most of its history, attorneys from the Ruder law firm worked to enrich the area's
cultural life. When Wausau saw a need to coordinate efforts to bring touring performances to
Wausau, the Performing Arts Foundation (PAF) was formed. The PAF was created to organize
local operations and encourage entrepreneurial efforts in the arts. Central to the PAF's early
success was the election of G. Lane Ware as its first president. The service contributions of G.
Lane Ware have been equally varied. A distinguished leader in the legal profession, Ware
served the American Bar Association in a number of capacities. Not only had he gained the
respect of his peers at the national level, but in 1989, his Wisconsin colleagues elected him to
the position of State Bar President. He also held numerous leadership positions with the State
Bar. Locally, Lane served as a director of the University Marathon County Center Foundation,
president of the Wausau Area Chamber of Commerce, president of Central Wausau Progress,
and a director of Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art Museum as well as other nonprofit organizations
as a director and officer. Lane served as board president and on several committees for the
Wisconsin Law Foundation and The Fellows of Wisconsin Law Foundation.
He was also president of the Marathon County Bar Association, a director of Wisconsin Lawyers
Mutual Insurance Company, chairman of the Aspirus Health Foundation, president of the
Community Foundation of North Central Wisconsin, chair of Leadership Wausau/Marathon
County, chair of Marathon County Development Corporation, president of MURCO Foundation,
council member of Wisconsin Humanities Council, and a board member for the Wisconsin
Historical Foundation. His contributions are felt throughout the state as well as the Wausau
community.
Lane was a distinguished and trusted attorney, a legend we were privileged to know. He was
instrumental in the establishment of the Ruder Ware law firm, his legacy and contribution to the
firm are unmatched and will be felt for many years to come. Ruder Ware will strive to continue
the high degree of service it provided while under Lane's leadership.

EDUCATION
B.S., Northwestern University, Evanston, IL (1961)
J.D., University of Wisconsin - Madison (1965)

BAR ASSOCIATIONS
American Bar Association - Member: Business Law Section, Senior Lawyers Division,
Representative to Consortium on Legal Services and the Public (1990 - 2004); Pro Bono
Committee, Co-Chair (1994 - 1998); National Conference of Bar Foundations
State Bar of Wisconsin - President (1989 - 1990), Treasurer (1985 - 1987); Member:
Business Law Section, Senior Lawyers Division; CLE Annual Securities Law Program
(1975 - 1995); Business Law Committee, Member (1985 - 1996), Chair (1985 - 1988), Cochair (1995 - 1996); Senior Lawyers Division, President (2003 - 2004); Leadership
Development Committee
Marathon County Bar Association - President (1987 - 1988)

ADMITTED TO PRACTICE
Wisconsin Supreme Court
U.S. District Court for the Western District of Wisconsin

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Best Lawyers in America®, Corporate Law, and Commercial Litigation (1989 - 2013)
Leaders in the Law Award (2008)
Wisconsin Super Lawyers® (2008, 2007, 2006, 2005)
Charles L. Goldberg Distinguished Service Award (2004)
Wisconsin Outstanding Service Award, The Fellows of the American Bar Foundation (2010)

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES
American Judicature Society - (1991 - 2014)
Wisconsin Law Foundation - President (1998 - 2000) and (2007 - 2008), Fellow's member
(2000 -2014 )
The American Law Institute - (1991 - 2014)
Wisconsin Law Alumni Association - Director (1993 - 2001), President (1997 - 1999)
Wisconsin Lawyers Mutual Insurance Company - Director (1990 - 1999)
American Bar Foundation - Fellow (1997 - 2014)
Transportation Lawyers Association

CIVIC ACTIVITIES
Central Wausau Progress - President (1992 - 1997)
Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art Museum - Director (1994 - 2014)
Wisconsin Historical Foundation - Director (2012 - 2014)
Murco Foundation, Inc. - Director (1979 - 2014), President
Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce - President (1981 - 1982)
Aspirus Health Foundation, Inc. - Director (1986 - 2014), Vice Chairman (2009 - 2014)
Wisconsin Humanities Council - (1998 - 2004)
Community Foundation of North Central Wisconsin - Director (1998 - 2005), President
(2004), Chair Ruder Forum
Leadership Marathon County, - Chair (1994 - 1997), annual presenter
Marathon County Economic Development Corporation (McDEVCO) - President (1990 1992) and (2008 - 2010), key player
Wausau Area Performing Arts Foundation - First President (1972 - 1976)
United Way of Marathon County - Emerging Leaders
Marathon County - SEATS Committee
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